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ANNOUNCES A VACANCY FOR HIGH BRASS 
 

Interested trumpet and mellophone players are encouraged to submit the enclosed Applicant Fact Sheet along with their current 
résumé and audio recordings to auditions.drumcorps@marines.usmc.mil by Monday, December 1, 2025. Well-qualified 
candidates will be notified and invited to attend the live audition held on Monday, January 5, 2026, at Marine Barracks 
Washington, 8th & I Streets SE in Washington, D.C. No specific audition time will be assigned; candidates will be heard in the 
order in which they appear and register. 
 

"The Commandant's Own," founded in 1934, is the only active duty drum and bugle corps currently serving in our armed 
forces. Its mission is to provide music and drill ceremony to the Commandant of the Marine Corps and the Commanding 
Officer of Marine Barracks Washington, D.C. The Drum & Bugle Corps performs martial and popular music for hundreds of 
thousands of spectators each year. Comprised of over 70 Marine musicians dressed in ceremonial red and white uniforms, it is 
known world-wide as a premier musical marching unit. Throughout the summer months the unit performs in the traditional 
Evening Parades held at Marine Barracks Washington, and in the Sunset Parades at the Marine Corps War Memorial in 
Arlington, Virginia. The Drum & Bugle Corps travels more than 50,000 miles annually, performing in nearly 500 events across 
the nation and abroad. 
 

Upon accepting employment with “The Commandant’s Own,” United States Marine Drum & Bugle Corps, the hired 
candidate must be able to satisfy all requirements for enlistment in the United States Marine Corps and will be required to 
complete Marine Corps Recruit Training and Marine Combat Training prior to reporting for duty at Marine Barracks 
Washington, D.C.  
 

Candidates that wish to be considered must submit WAV or MP3 audio recordings of the following excerpts: 
 

Performed on Bb Trumpet or F Mellophone 
1. No. 2, from Études for Trumpet (Brandt) [mm.1 – mm.8]  
2. No. 15, “Legato” from Practical Studies for the Cornet (Goldman) [mm.1 – mm.24] 

Performed on Bb Trumpet only 
3. “To the Color” 
4. “Taps” 

 

The live audition will consist of the following: 
 

A. Repertoire of the candidate’s choice – Not to exceed three minutes Bb Trumpet or F Mellophone 
(i.e. solos, excerpts, or etudes demonstrating the candidate’s range, lyrical, and technical abilities.) 

B. Excerpts (enclosed) – To be selected from the following: 
Performed on Bb Trumpet or F Mellophone 

1. No. 2, from Études for Trumpet (Brandt) [mm.1 – mm.8] 
2. No. 15, “Legato” from Practical Studies for the Cornet (Goldman) [mm.1 – mm.24] 
3. “Semper Fidelis” (Sousa) [mm.1 – mm.42] no repeats - play only 2nd endings 

Performed on Bb Trumpet only 
4. Bugle Calls 

i. “To the Color” 
ii. “Taps” 

C. Marching Assessment (enclosed) – Candidates must demonstrate competency in basic marching techniques using the 
provided marching exercises. 

D. Combined Marching & Playing Assessment (enclosed) – Candidates must perform the following excerpt from memory 
while marching the provided exercise. 

1. “Semper Fidelis” (Sousa) [mm.51 – mm.82] Bb Trumpet or F Mellophone 
 

-Candidates may be dismissed based on their performance after any assessment- 
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HIGH BRASS AUDITION 
JANUARY 5, 2026 
Marine Barracks Washington 
8th & I Streets SE 
Washington, DC 
 
The live audition will consist of the following: 
 

A. Repertoire of the candidate’s choice – Not to exceed three minutes Bb Trumpet or F Mellophone 
(i.e. solos, excerpts, or etudes demonstrating the candidate’s range, lyrical, and technical abilities.) 

 

B. Excerpts (enclosed) – To be selected from the following: 
1. No. 2, from Études for Trumpet (Brandt) [mm.1 – mm.8] Bb Trumpet or F Mellophone 

 
 

2. No. 15, “Legato” from Practical Studies for the Cornet (Goldman) [mm.1 – mm.24] Bb Trumpet or F Mellophone 
 

 



 

  
3. “Semper Fidelis” (Sousa) [mm.1 – mm.42] no repeats - play only 2nd endings Bb Trumpet or F Mellophone 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Bugle Calls 
i. “To the Color” Bb Trumpet only 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ii. “Taps” Bb Trumpet only 
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Figure 1: Forward & Backward Marching

Figure 2: Modified Box Drill
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C. Marching Assessment (enclosed) – Candidates will demonstrate competency in basic marching techniques using 
the provided marching exercises. (To be performed in the playing position; instrument parallel to the ground.) 

 

 
Modified Box Drill (see Figure 2): 
The following drill sequence will be performed 
with a metronome at 120 bpm. The candidate 
will begin at the START position, facing the 
‘front sideline.’  Shoulders should remain 
parallel to the ‘front sideline’ for the duration 
of the exercise. 

Counts Instructions 
8 Forward march to position 1 
12 Backward march to position 2 
8 Forward march to position 3 
12 Backward march to the START position 
8 Forward march to position 1 
12 Backward march to position 2 
4 Hold (exercise complete) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Forward & Backward Marching (see Figure 1): 
The following drill sequence will be performed 
with a metronome twice; once at 100 bpm, and 
again at 144 bpm. The candidate will begin at 
the START position, facing position 1.  
 

Counts Instructions 
8 Forward march to position 1 
4 Hold 
8 Backward march to the START position 
4 Hold 
16 Backward march to position 2 
4 Hold 
16 Forward march to the START position 
4 Hold (exercise complete) 



 

D. Combined Marching & Playing Assessment (enclosed) – Candidates must perform the following excerpt from 
memory while marching the Modified Box Drill (see Figure 2 above). 

1. “Semper Fidelis” (Sousa) [mm.51 – mm.82] Bb Trumpet or F Mellophone 
 
 


